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How	is	DonorsChoose.org
Different	than	a	Grant?

• No administrator	or	district	authorization	required.

• No forms	to	complete	other	than	an	online	short	essay,	
with	helpful	hints	provided.

• You	can	have	many	different	proposals	posted	at	the	same	
time	awaiting	funding.

Does	it	work?	YES!	
I	have	personally	had	many	projects	funded	and	it	has	

significantly	changed	my	classroom	teaching	
experience.



What	can	DonorsChoose.org
do	for	you?

Nspire SuppliesInnovator	Hubs



Ideas	for	Upper	Grade	Resources
• Magnets,	Microscope	Kits
• Class	set	of	books,	&	Literature	Circle	sets	of	books
• Chess	set	and	timers
• Magnet	and	Electricity	sets
• Bus	for	a	field	trip
• Toner	for	Printers
• Rolling	Easel,	Dry	Erase	Markers,	pencils,	markers
• iPads	and	computers
• Trips
• Visitors
• STEM/STEAM	resources



Who	Is	Eligible	to	Submit	a	Proposal?

Teachers,	librarians,	
guidance	counselors,	
school	nurses	and	full-
time	teachers	who	also	

act	as	coaches.

If	you	work	full-time	at	a	
public	school	in	the	

United	States,	these	people	are	
eligible	to	submit	a	proposal:



Who	Might	Fund	Your	Project?
• Strangers – individuals	and	

corporations.		

• Parents of	your	students,	the	
PTA/PTO,	alumni

• Family members	and	friends,	
who	want	to	support	you	and	
your	classroom

• You – especially	if	you	just	need	
another	$20	to	complete	your	
project!







Make	Sure	Your	Photos	are	Safe!

Photo	must	be	safe	–
not	larger	than	the	size	
of	the	green	oval!

If	you	use	photos	of	
students,	you	will	need	
to	have	a	signed	
DonorsChoose.org	
permission	slip.



A	Classroom	Bulletin	Board	Works	
Great!

If	you	don’t	have	a	
signed	parent	

permission	slip,	make	
sure	that	

those	students	are	not	
in	the	photos.

Student	names	
should	not	be	shown.



Teacher	Profile	Picture

• A	new	feature	is	the	teacher	profile	photo.	
This	allows	other	teachers	and	donors	to	
personally	connect	with	you	as	well	as	your	
class.	No	family	or	glamour	shots.	Just	a	
casual,	friendly	headshot	will	do.	



Your	Pictures	Are	Used	for	Each	
Proposal



What	Do	Your	Prospective	Donors	
See?	



Searching	Using	Location,	School,
Subjects	or	Keywords	



Create	a	Project	- 1.	What	type	of	project



Create	a	Project	- 2.	About	Your	Students



Part	2:	Go	Shopping



Create	a	Project	- 3.	Go	Shopping



3.	Go	Shopping	(Cont’d)



3.	Go	Shopping	(Cont’d)

Will	move	to	another	screen	where	you	will	
hit	“Submit”



3.	Go	Shopping	(Cont’d)



3.	Go	Shopping:	Your	Cart

“Continue	shopping”	or	select	“Save	and	continue	cart”	to	proceed.



Create	a	Project	- 4.	Project	Details



Create	a	Project	- 5.	Almost	Done

Check	and	ensure	all	questions	are	answered	and	you	are	happy	
with	the	wording.	



What	Makes	a	Proposal	Great?
• Describe	your	resources	in	your	essay	by	name,	and	explain	

how	your	students	will	use	the	resources	you	are	requesting.	
• Help	the	donors	connect	with	your	enthusiasm	for	teaching	

and	the	love	you	have	for	your	students.
• Use	persuasive	writing	techniques	that	will	convince	donors	

to	fund	your	proposal.	Make	sure	to	use	correct	grammar,	
punctuation,	capitalization	and	spelling.	IT	MATTERS!

• Follow	the	guidelines	posted,	and	do	not	share	your	name,	
school	name,	school	address,	or	web/email	addresses.

• Avoid	trite,	cliché,	idiosyncratic,	excessive	exclamatories,	etc.



Once	your	project	is	live…
• You	have	4	months	to	get	your	proposal	funded.

• Be	sure	to	check	your	emails	to	see	if	your	proposal	
is	close	to	being	fully	funded.	A	donation	of	$10	
here	and	there	really	adds	up.

• Any	time	someone	funds	your	project,	no	matter	
how	large	or	small	the	donation	is,	write	a	quick	
online	note	of	appreciation. DonorsChoose.org	has	
an	area	in	your	account	where	you	can	respond.



Your	Resource	is	Funded!

Once	you	receive	100%	funding	for	your	resource,	you	
need	to	let	DonorsChoose.org	know	that	you	still	want	
the	resources!	Confirm that	you	still	want	the	materials.

Write out	a	letter	of	appreciation	and	excitement	for	your	
project	being	funded.

Your	principal	and	other	teachers	at	your	school	will	be	
notified	of	your	success!



What	do	you	do	Once	the	Resource	
Arrives?

1.	Thank	you	Letters
After	you	receive	your	
materials,	you	may	be	required	
to	submit	five	student-written	
thank	you	letters	to	the	
donor(s).	
You	mail	the	thank	you	letters	
to	DonorsChoose.org	using	a	
prepaid	and	preprinted	label.	
They	will	distribute	the	letters	
to	the	donor(s).



Upload	Photos	/Write	an	Impact	Letter
2.	Upload	Six	Photos
You	also	must	upload	photos	of	your	students	
using	the	new	resources.	You	must	first	have	
the	parents	sign	a	permission	slip	before	you	
upload	the	photos.
Pro-tip:	shoot	photos	excluding	recognizable	
faces.

3.	Write	an	Impact	Letter
Also,	write	a	personal	impact	letter	of	how	
those	materials	were	used.	You	will	be	
guided	in	this	step	through	the	process.	
Read	carefully.	



What	if	you	Want	to	Fund	a	Field	Trip?

You	can	put	in	a	special	
request	to	go	on	a	field	
trip.

This	request	costs	more	
points,	so	you	won’t	be	
able	to	make	this	request	
until	you	accrue	at	least	
4	points.



How	Does	the	Point	System	Work?

• Points	allow	you	to	create	more	projects.	You	
can	have	a	maximum	of	8	live	projects	on	the	
site	at	once!	That’s	a	ton	of	resources	for	your	
students!



Get	a	Head-Start	with	Funding!

MS/HS



Look	for	Special	Funding	Opportunities!

Selective	Funding	(SF)	– If	selected,	your	project	may	100%	
funding!	This	is	rare,	and	requires	a	bit	of	luck.	

Almost	Home	(AH)	– Your	project	is	funded,	except	for	the	last	
$96	to	$98.	If	selected,	plan	on	funding	before	the	corporate	
donation	funds	run	out.	

Double-Your-Impact	(DYI)	– means	that	half	of	your	project	is	
“donated”	IF	you	raise	the	other	half,	before	the	corporate	
donation	funds	run	out.





Yay!	It’s	Fully	Funded!



My	project	received	enough	donations.	I	confirmed that	I	still	needed	the	
materials,	and	wrote	a	thank	you	letter.	

Then,	I	waited	for	the	materials	to	arrive.	DonorsChoose .org	does	not	ship	from	
June	through	August.		It	will	ship	as	soon	as	school	resumes.

Congratulations!	



Thank	You	Package	Completed

After	received	your	materials,	you	may	need	to	upload	six	photos,	write	
an	impact	letter,	and	mailed	the	necessary	thank	you	letters.	(as	needed)	

This	project	is	officially	complete!	



Funding	Tips	–
Writing	Your	Project	:

• Select	a	Memorable	Photo.	
• Refer	to	the	Partner	Funding	Opportunities.	Follow	
guidelines	carefully.

• Read	and	get	inspired	by	other	projects.
• Do	not	use	teacher	language	– IEP,	ELL,	AR,	etc.	
without	providing	explanation.

• Follow	DonorsChoose.org	project	writing	guidelines	
carefully,	or	it	may	be	returned	to	you	to	be	
rewritten.

• Check	your	spelling	and	grammar.
• Have	a	catchy	Project	Title.



Making	a	Donation

inspireSPARK



Funding	Tips	–
After	Project	Posts:

• Be	the	First	Donor	– even	$1	helps!
• Use	Match	Codes	whenever	possible	(SPARK).
• Find	DonorsChoose.org	group	pages	on	Facebook for	more	help.	

Just	Because	You	Care,	FaerieFive,	Memories	&	Milestones.
• Thank	each	individual	donor	- always.
• Try	to	get	your	project	featured	on	a	Giving	Page.
• Create	memorable	letters	for	those	big	donations	and	possible	

repeat	donors!
• FYI:	Gift	cards/credits	generally	cannot	be	matched/doubled.



Info	&	Help	for	Your	DonorsChoose	
Questions

Website:
http://www.donorschoose.org

How	It	Works
www.donorschoose.org/about

Frequently	Asked	Questions:
http://help.donorschoose.org/

Home	Page	for	Teachers:	
http://www.donorschoose.org/teachers



Ready	to	Get	Started?

Best	of	luck!


