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DonorsChoose.org Impact Data

Dollars raised: Projects funded:
$564,355,384 956,383

Students helped: Schools participating:

23,678,313 75,337

Teachers with projects funded: Supporters:

368,182 2,743,269

94% of teachers said their The majority of these
e funded projects increased their e e supporters are first-time .

effectiveness in the classroom. g givers to public schools.




DonorsChoose.org Impact Data

Funded projects by resource requested

191,046 274 646 385,478 I 15,175 I 86,039
Books 5 Technology 5 Classroom Supplies : Field Trips & Class 5 Other Resources

Visitors



DonorsChoose.org Impact Data

Funded projects by subject area

A Math & Science 276,141 PROJECTS

| A
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INCLUDES:
Mathematics
53%

Applied Sciences
19%

Environmental Science
16%

Health & Life Science
12%




DonorsChoose.org Impact Data

/6% 719%

of all the public schools in America have of schools where half or more of

at least one teacher who has posted a students are from low-income

project on DonorsChoose.org households have participated in
DonorsChoose.org

66% 5%

of projects are fully funded. of funded projects are from schools
where half or more of students are from
low-income households

Average donation size for new donors:

$55

Average cost of a funded project:

5604

pmmm | Average wait time of a fully funded ﬂ ﬂ ﬂ Project requests currently
—===| Project seeking funding:
=— 27 days 44,259




How is DonorsChoose.org
Different than a Grant?

 No administrator or district authorization required.

* No forms to complete other than an online short essay,
with helpful hints provided.

* You can have many different proposals posted at the same

time awaiting funding.

| have personally had many projects funded and it has
significantly changed my classroom teaching

experience. .
@ DonorsChoose.org



What can DonorsChoose.org
do for you?

Nspire Innovator Hubs Supplies
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ldeas for Upper Grade Resources

Magnets, Microscope Kits

Class set of books, & Literature Circle sets of books
Chess set and timers
Magnet and Electricity sets
Bus for a field trip

Toner for Printers g
Rolling Easel, Dry Erase Markers, pe( e
iPads and computers |
Trips

Visitors

STEM/STEAM resources




Who Is Eligible to Submit a Proposal?

If you work full-time at a
in the
United States, these people are
eligible to submit a proposal:

Teachers, librarians,
guidance counselors,
school nurses and full-

&
time teachers who also “’E
\\ |/

act as coaches.




Who Might Fund Your Project?

Strangers —individuals and
corporations.

Parents of your students, the
PTA/PTO, alumni

Family members and friends,
who want to support you and
your classroom

You — especially if you just need
another $S20 to complete your
project!

You Wouldn’t Want to Miss Out on History!

Dear Parents,

I’'m writing to let you know how you can help us with a class
project. | realized that my students need to read more
nonfiction books, and 1 discovered that they love the books in - \ N, §
the series “You Wouldn’t Want to Be . . .” These books are
funny yet give a lot of information about historical events. The problem is that our
school doesn’t have very many of them on the topics we are studying.

So 1 wrote up a grant proposal on a website called Donor's Choose

(www.donorschoose.org). I'm asking for a set of 1
so that my students can become American History Stldy
history in a fun way. The Donor’s Choose websitesis seup

by pledging to send a check.
During this time of year, student

you the truth, | really don

OK at our project online? The easiest way to do
s.com and click on the link I've set up on the front

that is to go to www.candlerkid




@ DonorsChoose.org

Get Your Students What They Need

Connect to a thriving community of donors that is eager to fund your
classroom projects.

Get started

Our site is completely free for teachers



@ DonorsChoose.org

Welcome to DonorsChoose.org!

Registering for an account takes a few minutes and consists of these steps:

Read and agree to our user agreement
Find your school

Enter teaching details

Enter contact information

Review

Take a brief tutorial

Already have an account? Sign in Set up a teacher account I )



Make Sure Your Photos are Safe!

Photo must be safe —
not larger than the size
of the green oval!

If you use photos of
students, you will need
to have a signed
DonorsChoose.org
permission slip.




A Classroom Bulletin Board Works
Great!

If you don’t have a
signed parent
permission slip, make
sure that
those students are not
in the photos.

Student names

should not be shown.



Teacher Profile Picture

* A new feature is the teacher profile photo.
This allows other teachers and donors to
personally connect with you as well as your
class. No family or glamour shots. Just a
casual, friendly headshot will do.

eeeeeeeeeee



Your Pictures Are Used for Each
Proposal

Stand Up and Learn! $68 st neeoeo

“My students need 3 desks that will allow them
movement without disturbing others. Many students
have ADD and the opportunity to stand to do their
work helps concentration.”

12 DONORS SO FAR

Mrs. Martinez
Philo-Hill Magnet Academy * Winston Salem, NC

Days LEFyy

Grendel Speaks...Help Us Listen! $127 stiue neeoeo

“My students need 30 copies of the book Grendel!
Reading this book will allow students to view the
great epic, Beowulf, from a different perspective-the
monster Grendel!”

7 DONORS SO FAR

Mrs. Stancil
Chesterfield High School » Chesterfield, SC

Mallets for Music Class. $24 st nesoso

“My students need proper mallets to make music on
the Orff instruments. Many of ours have

disintegrated or just worn down over time.” 8 ponors so Fax

Mrs. Landon
Shumway Elementary School * Chandler, AZ




What Do Your Prospective Donors
@ DonorsChoose.org Se e ? I'm a teacher »

Support a classroom. Build a future. Projects Gifts About Help Account © @

Surprise
me!
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Searching Using Location, School,
Subjects or Keywords
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Create a Project - 1. What type of project

Welcome

What type of project would you like to create?

Student-led Professional Development

Start here to request classroom materials or experiences
for your students. You'll create a project for supplies, a
class trip, or a visitor.

NEED INSPIRATION?

View some A+ projects * Find match offers

—




Create a Project - 2. About Your Students

About your students

Tell prospective donors who your students are
and why they're special.

Age group

Which grade level(s) will benefit from this project?

Select all
Pre-K Kindergarten Ist 2nd 3rd
41th Sth eth ith 8th ath 10th
1th
Number of students

How many students will benefit from this project this year?

368

Describe your students
What makes your students speclal? Specific detalls about
thelr background, your nelghbarhood, and your school are
all helpful.
See some good examples

~

80 word minimum

Classroom photo
Make sure your photo captures the spirit of your classroom.

Photo safety guidelines

You can move on, but you will need to fill out: about your

students before you can submit this project.

Save and continue



Part 2: Go Shopping
Go shopping

What do you need for your classroom?

This is just like online shopping! Click a link to one of
the sites below to shop through our vendor directory.

‘ Where to find commonly requested items

7 .
7 AK) Education
—v—:
a kj Books, textbooks, eBooks, digital courseware, audio
BOOKS

books, teacher & study guides, Leapfrog products,
games, and more

' Amazon Business
8UI8 DROUSINESS Education & teacher supplies, books, DVDs, CDs,

furniture, eReaders, toys, computers and accessories,
office supplies, and more.



Create a Project - 3. Go Shopping

AN Vendors

Furniture
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School Supply

Art & Music | Books & Magazines
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EDUCATION
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3. Go Shopping (Cont’d)

You're on your way to School Specialty

Shop for materials and add them to your cart. Just like

online shopping. Don't forget to:

Review product names and descriptions carefully!

Make sure you've included everything you need, including compatible

accessories and warranties.

Double check the size, quantity, and color of each item.

When you've finished shopping, check out to add your
materials to your project.

Start shopping on School Specialty




3. Go Shopping (Cont’d)

Your Shopping Cart & Frint
- < o
@ O ®
Shopping Cart Review Confirmation
Cart Number: 7781128050 Return to Previous Page | Order By Item Number |

LG Rl | [tern Availability

Remove Selected Rows
Remove  Ordered  Item
Line Item Number  Description Qty UOM  Unit Price Total Price
1 - 009560 009560 HOOP DELUXE 30" SET OF 12 2 EA Catalog: $75.99 = Catalog:$151.98
Disc:-$22.04 Disc: -$44.08
Net: $53.95 Net:$107.90
2 - 007621 007621 JUMP ROPE LICOR1CE SPEED ROPE 9 12 EA Net: $2.09 Net: $25.08
GREEN
3 - 007619 007619 JUMP ROPE LICORICE SPEED ROPE 8 RED 12 EA Net: $2.04 Net: $24.48
Remove Selected Rows Update Order Total | Subtotal: $157.46
Shipping and Tax have not been finalized. Click here to calculate.

Return to Previous Page | Order By Item Number |

Will move to another screen where you will
hit “Submit”




v‘ School

A~ 8 Specialty.
Thank You for Shopping With School Specialty!

Your requisition is ready. Press the "Transfer" button below to transfer your requisition information to
complete your order.




3. Go Shopping: Your Cart

Summarize what's in your cart
You’l'e dOlng great! Tell donors what your students need in one sentence.

Review your cart below (or continue shopping See some good examples

for more) and write a brief summary.
My students need

Summer is almost here! You can continue to post projects year-round. If your
project is fully funded within 35 days of your students' last day, we'll order your
materials when they return in the new school year. For all the details, check out
our summer ordering schedule. 4

8 words minimum

HOOP DELUXE 30" SET OF 12 2 $107.90

Remove * $53.95 + School Specialty

JUMP ROPE LICORICE SPEED ROPE 9 GREEN 12 $25.08

Remove * 52.09 * School Specialty . N .
How would you classify this project?

JUMP ROPE LICORICE SPEED ROPE 8 RED 12 $24.48

Remove *

Vendor shipping charges $15.75 Booke Technology Supplies

State sales tax $12.28 o

3rd party payment processing fee & 52.36

Fulfillment labor & materials @& $30.00

Total project cost &) $217.85

Suggested donation to support DonorsChoose.org @ $38.44

Total project goal $256.29 You can move on, but you will need to fill out: cart summary and

project classification before you can submit this project.

Save and continue

Continue shopping

“Continue shopping” or select “Save and continue cart” to proceed.



Create a Project - 4. Project Details

Project details

Subject areas

Make your pTOjECt stand outfrom the crowd Which subjects are the best fit for this project? Choose up to two.

Math & Science v

. . Music & The Arts v

Project title
Make it exciting and Capitalize It Like a Book Title. Literacy & Language v
See some good examples

g P History & Civics v

Special Needs v

z“ Applied Learning v

2 words minimum Health & Sports A

Health & Wellness Nutrition Gym & Fitness Team Sports
About your project
How will donations to this project make a difference with your You can move on, but you will need to fill out: project title, about your
students’ learning? How will it improve their lives for the better? project and subject area before you can submit this project.

See some good examples
Save and continue



Create a Project - 5. Almost Done

Almost done!

Just review everything below and submit your project for screening.

Project page Search results Mobile devices

Fitness Through Jump Ropes
and Hula-Hoops

My students need 24 hula-hoops and 24 jump ropes
to continue learning about fitness and lifelong
healthy activities.

My Students

My students attend a wonderful school that provides for each and
everyone of them. However, our school is 85 years old and leaves a lot
to be desired with facilities. Our students are active in school through Mr. Inman

running club, jump rope club, chorus, art club, and others. They also Sternberger Elementary School
Greensboro, NC

participate outside of school in swim, track, baseball, piano, guitar, and
Grades 3-5

other pursuits. Their energy and drive is contagious and makes for an
active, fun school environment throughout the school year.

Check and ensure all questions are answered and you are happy
with the wording.



What Makes a Proposal Great?

Describe your resources in your essay by name, and explain
how your students will use the resources you are requesting.

Help the donors connect with your enthusiasm for teaching
and the love you have for your students.

Use persuasive writing techniques that will convince donors
to fund your proposal. Make sure to use correct grammar,
punctuation, capitalization and spelling. IT MATTERS!

Follow the guidelines posted, and do not share your name,
school name, school address, or web/email addresses.

Avoid trite, cliché, idiosyncratic, excessive exclamatories, etc.



Once your project is live...

* You have 4 months to get your proposal funded.

* Be sure to check your emails to see if your proposal
is close to being fully funded. A donation of $10
here and there really adds up.

* Any time someone funds your project, no matter
how large or small the donation is,
. DonorsChoose.org has
an area in your account where you can respond.



Your Resource is Funded!

Once you receive 100% funding for your resource, you

need to let DonorsChoose.org know that you still want
the resources! that you still want the materials.

out a letter of appreciation and excitement for your
project being funded.

Your principal and other teachers at your school will be
notified of your success!



What do you do Once the Resource
Arrives?

After you receive your
materials, you may be required
to submit five student-written
thank you letters to the
donor(s).

You mail the thank you letters
to DonorsChoose.org using a
prepaid and preprinted label.
They will distribute the letters
to the donor(s).




Upload Photos /Write an Impact Letter

2. Upload Six Photos

You also must upload photos of your students
using the new resources. You must first have
the parents sign a permission slip before you

upload the photos.
Pro-tip: shoot photos excluding recognizable

faces.

3. Write an Impact Letter

Also, write a personal impact letter of how
those materials were used. You will be
guided in this step through the process.

Read carefully.




What if you Want to Fund a Field Trip?

You can put in a special
request to go on a field
trip.

This request costs more
points, so you won’t be
able to make this request
until you accrue at least
4 points.




How Does the Point System Work?

* Points allow you to create more projects. You
can have a maximum of 8 live projects on the
site at once! That’s a ton of resources for your

students!

You earn a point every time:

e Your project is funded and you confirm you still want the materials within 6 days.
® You return a Thank-You package that is complete and compelling.
e You return your Thank-You package on or before its due date.

You spend points every time you submit a project. The “cost” of each project depends on what
you’re asking for. A project requesting...

Materials found in our vendor directory that cost $400 or less costs 1 point.

Materials found in our vendor directory that cost from $401 and $2000 costs 2 points.
Materials found in our vendor directory that cost more than $2001 costs 4 points.

A class visitor costs 3 points.

A class trip that costs $1200 or less costs 3 points.

A class trip that costs $1201 or more costs 4 points.

A “Special Request” for materials not found in our vendor directory costs 6 points.



Get a Head-Start with Funding!

New York Funding Opportunities

To take advantage of the opportunities below, log in and submit aPro‘ect. Read each offer
and "How it works"™ to learn how your project can be considered for ?unding.

Double Your Impact From DICK'S Sporting Goods Foundation ——

workces

S50% match offer for Team Sports projects. To qualify, be sure to select Team Sports as a
subject area. If you don't personalwcoach a team sport, check in with your school’s
coaches and post a project on their behalf! Learn more before posting. Projects will be hand-
selected once every week.

Double Your Impact From Anonnymous —

workces

Half-off off on projects from high poverty schools that use the arts to teach students about
the humanities in 2 hands-on way. For a chance to qualify, be sure to include the phrase
"Empowering Students Through Art” in your project essay. Up to three projects per teacher
can receive this offer and eligible projects will be hand-selected once a2 wesk.

Double Your Impact Fromm EMP Museum and Paul G. Allen Family How
Foundation works

Half-off offer for innovative projects that teach STEM concepts through visual, media, or
performing arts in 2 hands-on way. To qualify, be sure to include the code STEAM when you
submit your project. See all the details before submitting your project. Projects will be
selectaed once 3 week for this offer.

Double Your Impact From Think It Up

Half-off omrtunity for 7-12 grade teachers who team up with their students and submit =
student-| project. Your students will be in charge of brainstorming the idea and writi
part of the essay and you'll submit the project. Learn how to submit student-led project.

Selective Funding From the Lily Sarah Grace Fund

Full funding available for select K-5 projects that use Arts & Creativity to teach academic
lessons, focusing on these 3 Key Competencies: creativity, critical thinking and collaboration.
Read the full guidelines and more about the key competencies before submitting your project.
After your project is posted, fill out the form and be sure to include your project id. Projects
may cost up to $450 total (including all fees and the optional donation). Projects will be
selected and funded at the discretion of the Lily Sarah Grace Fund.



Look for Special Funding Opportunities!

Selective Funding (SF) — If selected, your project may 100%
funding! This is rare, and requires a bit of luck.

Almost Home (AH) — Your project is funded, except for the last
$96 to $98. If selected, plan on fundingafora tha ~oraorate
donation funds run out.

— means that half of your project is
“donated” IF you raise the other half, before the corporate
donation funds run out.




How it works: Half-off offers (Double Your Impact)

A Double Your Impact offer is a way for a corporation or a foundation to double the impact of its
gift by offering a 50% match offer to projects that meet certain criteria. Know a company or
foundation that would consider sponsoring a Double Your Impact offer?

Here's how it works:

* The corporation or foundation selects the eligibility criteria for projects (by subject
area, school location, etc).

e Teachers submit projects at DonorsChoose.org. Once projects are approved and
posted, all projects that meet the given criteria automatically qualify for the Double Your
Impact (match) offer, making the project "half-off" for donors. There is no special application
process for consideration.

* Using our website's technology, projects that qualify for this 50% match offer will
appear on the site as half-off with the foundation or corporate logo on the project
page. However, funding is only applied to projects if citizens fund the other 50% before the

» grant runs out or before the project expires.

For example, the Bailey Building & Loan Association has decided to put up a $25,000 Double
Your Impact offer for all classroom projects in Bedford Falls. Ms. Hatch teaches in Bedford Falls,
and although her project costs $500, it is listed as needing only $250 thanks to the offer. Once the
remaining $250 is given by other donors, it "unlocks" the Bailey Double Your Impact offer, the
funding is applied, and the project is fully funded.

However, if Ms. Hatch's project does not receive the remaining $250 in donations before the entire

$25,000 grant is spent out on other Bedford Falls projects, then the Double Your Impact offer is
» withdrawn from her project. If this is the case, the Bailey logo will disappear from her project page
and the project price will return to its original amount.



Yay! It’s Fully Funded!

B\
JULY 19 @ Good news: Project fully funded! _

Il A donor from Massachusetts gave

’ Mrs. Goodman responded

Thank you for your support and very generous donation to
complete this project!



Congratulations!

B\
M;C';f- l\@ Good news: Project fully funded!
M;;f. NCMS Alliance from Raleigh, NC gave

The NCMS Alliance donated to this project because our members are

committed to helping kids in North Carolina have fun, increase physical
activity and improve health.

Mr. Inman responded

Thank you so much for your genrous donation. Thanks to
organizations like yours, out students in NC will learn about being
healthy and active in a fun, engaging environment. | look forward
to to using these Sandbells in class with all my students.

My project received enough donations. | confirmed that | still needed the
materials, and wrote a thank you letter.
Then, | waited for the materials to arrive. DonorsChoose .org does not ship from
June through August. It will ship as soon as school resumes.



=
Thank You Package Completed

Color Us Happy

Updated on Nov 18, 2015
Completed!

Jul 19, 2015
Bl } . $172 given
| . > 53 donors

Total cost: $172

"I can't thank you enough for so generously supporting my students through
this project. When the pens, folders and toner arrived, | was in the process
of changing rooms and assignments. | began t..." more

After received your materials, you may need to upload six photos, write
an impact letter, and mailed the necessary thank you letters. (as needed)
This project is officially complete!



Funding Tips —
Writing Your Project :

Select a Memorable

Refer to the . Follow
guidelines carefully.

Read and get inspired by other projects.

Do not use teacher language — IEP, ELL, AR, etc.
without providing explanation.

Follow DonorsChoose.org project writing guidelines
carefully, or it may be returned to you to be
rewritten.

Check your spelling and grammar.
Have a catchy



Making a Donation

=» Lonors Lhoose.org
\

\ Teachers ask. You choose. Help  Hi, Helen 1item &
E
h:: review payment message monthly confirmation

. Three S's to Success...Scholastic, Science $3.00

edit | delete

and Seat Sacks!
in honor or in memory donation » includes optional 15% donation

to support DonorsChoose.org

Donate $3.00
» Promo or gift code  SPARK

Credit card PayPal amazon

8 Secure server Use a credit card
from your account

| must pay by check




Funding Tips —
After Project Posts:

Be the First Donor — even S1 helps!
Use Match Codes whenever possible ( ).
Find DonorsChoose.org group pages on for more help.

Thank each individual donor - always.
Try to get your project featured on a

Create memorable letters for those big donations and possible
repeat donors!

FYI: Gift cards/credits generally cannot be matched/doubled.



Info & Help for Your DonorsChoose
Questions

Website:
http://www.donorschoose.org

How It Works
www.donorschoose.org/about

Frequently Asked Questions:
http://help.donorschoose.org/

Home Page for Teachers:
http://www.donorschoose.org/teachers




Ready to Get Started?
Best of luck!

\ DonorsChoose.org
Support a classroom. Build a future.




