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 Introduction to the TI-84 Family 

 TI PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT   WEBINAR SERIES 

Activity Overview 

This activity provides an introduction to the basic features of the TI-84 Plus family of graphing calculators. 

 

 

Concepts Materials 

• Order of operations • TI-84 Plus CE graphing calculator 
• TI-84 Plus C graphing calculator 
• TI-84 Plus graphing calculator 

• Scrolling history 

• Patterns  
• Home screen  
• Shortcut keys  

 

 
Introduction to the Keys 

1. This activity begins with an introduction to some basic keys on the TI-84 Plus graphing calculator.  
Simply look at the face of the calculator and locate:  

É Í z y ‘ Ì Ã ¹ ¯ ¥ › ¡ „ Œ 

2. Press z   . Make sure all items on the left are highlighted.  

• The default settings are shown. 

You can also press yL   7:Reset.. 2:Defaults… 2:Reset 
to restore the calculator to the default settings it has when it 
comes out of the box. 
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MathPrint™ and Classic Modes.  

3. MathPrint™ and Classic modes contain the same functions, except MathPrint mode provides 
additional matrix shortcuts from the F3 soft key. Also in MathPrint, most inputs and outputs on 

the home screen and in the Y= editor are displayed as shown in textbooks, such as 
31

2 4+  and 
100

2

1k
kx

=
∑ . 

Classic mode displays expressions and answers as if written on one line, such as or 
.  

Note:    If you switch between these modes, most entries typed on the home screen will be 
preserved; however matrix calculations will not be preserved unless you store them. 
Think of them as images drawn on the screen. 

 

4. n/d  U n/d - selection of fraction output as improper or mixed numbers. 
 

5. Answers 

• Auto displays answers in a similar format as the input. For example, if a fraction is 
entered in an expression, the answer will be in fraction form, if possible.  

• Dec displays answers as integers or decimal numbers. 

The ANSWERS mode setting also affects how values in 
sequences, lists, and tables are displayed.  

If any decimal point appears in the expression, then the 
output is a decimal. This is a quick way to force decimal 
output in AUTO mode. 

You can also convert values from decimal to fraction or 
fraction to decimal using the FRAC shortcut menu or the 
MATH NUM menu. 
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6. STAT DIAGNOSTICS: OFF  ON - Quickly select the existing option of displaying r and r2 when 
calculating statistical regressions.  This is a shortcut to an existing feature (only found in the catalog 
under  or ) which is placed here for ease of use. 

STAT WIZARDS: ON OFF – Walks you through setting up regression equations. 

SET CLOCK appears near the bottom of this screen. 

LANGUAGE:  Use the ~| to select the desired language. 

 

7. Order of ops.   Squaring negatives 

 

8. Negation vs Subtraction 

Press y5 to return to the Home Screen (“Quit and 
Go Home”) and try three problems shown below. Press 
Í after each command. Note the difference in 
appearance on the screen between Ì for negation and   
¹ for subtraction. 

−8 + −3            −8 − −3            −8 + 3 

 

 

 

Evaluate 9-5,  32-5,  and graph 𝒚𝒚 = 𝒙𝒙 − 𝟑𝟑 using the negation key instead of the subtraction key. 

    

Newest OS is able to do implied multiplication, so 9-5 does not return an error 
 

9 Use the shortcut menus ALPHA f1 through f4.  
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