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Changing landscape of high-stakes testing… 

› More and more colleges are going ‘Test Optional’ 

• University of Texas (Top 8%) 

• University of Chicago 

• University of Mississippi 

• Kansas State University 

• Wake Forest University 

• Brandeis University 

• George Washington University 

• Texas A & M (Top 10%) 

• University of Arizona 
 

 

› 265+ Colleges and Universities: 



What is Test Optional? 

› SAT/ACT used only for placement and/or academic advising 

› SAT/ACT required only from out-of-state applicants 

› SAT/ACT may be required but considered only when 
minimum GPA and/or class rank is not met 

› SAT/ACT required for some programs 



University of California 
Academic Council’s Standardized Testing Task Force 

Two key takeaways (essay was not recommended) 

1. The tests help identify candidates who will succeed 

2. The tests do not exacerbate underrepresentation in 
admission 



ACT Individual Section Retesting 
October 2020  

› Computer-based testing (CBT) on National test dates 

› Faster Scoring (2 days, not 2 weeks) 

› Super-scoring reports (ACT states super-scores are valid) 

› How will universities respond? 

 



Test Information Release (TIR) 

› Additional resource offered by ACT  

– Available for April, June, and December National tests  

– Copy of test booklet 

– Student’s responses 

– Correct responses 

– $22 additional fee 

› Valuable resource for students planning on taking more 
than one ACT 

 



ACT Strategy: Only do as much work as 
needed to get the correct answer 

How? 

› Glance at the answers 

› Eliminate  



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(What is similar about the answers?) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Look at the numeric values first) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Look at the numeric values first) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Look at the variable, 𝑦) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Look at the variable, 𝑦) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(What do you notice about the distractors?) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Look for similarities in the answers) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Eliminating protects you!) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Which answers can you eliminate?) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(The denominator has to be 13) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Unnecessary to find the other length) 

 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Any answers you can eliminate?) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Less than half is shaded) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Which answers can you eliminate?) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Which answers can you eliminate?) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Which answers can you eliminate?) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Which answers can you eliminate?) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Substitute numbers) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Substitute NEW numbers) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(How can you enter this in your calculator?) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the STO command) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the STO command) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the STO command) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the “such that” command…TI-Nspire) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use “Graph Trace” and enter a value) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use “Graph Trace” and enter a value) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Using the table) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Using the table) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Which answers could you eliminate?) 



Glance at the answers & eliminate 
(Which answers could you eliminate?) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Using the LCM command) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Using the LCM command) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Using the LCM command) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(or work backwards) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(or work backwards) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(or work backwards) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Solving systems) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Solving systems) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Linear solve on TI-Nspire) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(PLYSMLT2 APP on TI-84) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the fraction template!) 



Let your Calculator do the work 
(Use the fraction template!) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the fraction template!) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use copy & paste) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use copy & paste) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Graph and find the vertex) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use Graph Trace) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the Calculate menu) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the Solver) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the Solver) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Use the Solver) 



Let your calculator do the work 
 



Let your calculator do the work 
 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Graphing a hyperbola) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Graphing a hyperbola) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Graphing a hyperbola) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Which answers can you eliminate?) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Which answers can you eliminate?) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Can you eliminate any answers?) 



Let your calculator do the work 
 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Enter a complex number) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Enter a complex number) 



Let your calculator do the work 
(Enter a complex number) 



Factor, when possible 
(Can be a shortcut) 



Factor, when possible 
(Can be a shortcut) 



Factor, when possible 
(Watch out for extraneous solutions!) 



Factor, when possible 
(Or work backwards) 



Factor, when possible 
(Or work backwards) 



Factor, when possible 
(Can be a shortcut) 



Factor, when possible 
(Can be a shortcut) 



Factor, when possible 
(Substitute numbers) 



Factor, when possible 
(Substitute numbers) 



Skip the question when you see “?” 
(Saves TIME!) 



Figures are usually drawn to scale 
 (About 90% of the time) 



Figures are usually drawn to scale 
 (Draw a 90 degree angle to estimate) 



Figures are usually drawn to scale 
 (Eliminate, then guess) 



Skip the question when you see “?” 
(Saves TIME!) 



Figures are usually drawn to scale 
 (Estimate, eliminate, then guess!) 



Figures are usually drawn to scale 
 (Estimate, eliminate, then guess!) 



Skip the question when you see “?” 
(Saves TIME!) 



Skip the question when you see “?” 
(Evaluate answers in calculator) 



Figures are usually drawn to scale 
 (Estimate, eliminate, then guess!) 

=183.85 

=142.42 

=142.42 

=81.59 

=123.05 



Watch out for “stinkers” or tricky ones 
(If you are stuck, eliminate bad answers!) 



Watch out for “stinkers” or tricky ones 
(Look at the order of the information) 



Watch out for “stinkers” or tricky ones 
(Can you multiply the matrices?) 



Watch out for “stinkers” or tricky ones 
(Multiply the matrices in calculator!) 



Watch out for “stinkers” or tricky ones 
(Multiply the matrices in calculator!) 



Watch out for “stinkers” or tricky ones 
(Pay attention to words that are italicized!) 



Watch out for “stinkers” or tricky ones 
(Convert first!) 



Watch out for “stinkers” or tricky ones 
(or after….but be careful!) 



 

Draw the figure 
(A simple drawing can tell you a lot) 



 

Draw the figure 
(A simple drawing can tell you a lot) 



 

Draw the figure 
(Is there a way to use combinations?) 



 

Draw the figure 
(Is there a way to use combinations?) 

For factorial on TI-Nspire, select  

        , then option 5 Probability, 

and option 1. 



Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

› Recordings of todays sessions will be available soon. 


