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Activity overview 

In this activity, students will begin getting familiar with terminology of polynomials.  
  

Concepts 

Identifying polynomials, naming polynomials, finding the degree of polynomials. 
  
 
Teacher preparation 

This activity should be used as an introduction to polynomials. Students will learn to identify 
polynomials, name polynomials and find the degree of polynomials. No prior knowledge of 
polynomials is needed.  
 
 
Classroom management tips 

This activity coordinates with Lesson 8-4 of Glencoe Algebra 1 text 
 
TI-Nspire Applications 

Introduction_to_Polynomials.tns 
 

 
Step-by-step directions 

 
Students begin with definition of monomials.  
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Students will use Question templates to identify monomials. 
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Students will read the definition polynomials and see specific 
examples.  
 
[Page 1.7] 
 

 
Students will use Question templates to identify polynomials. 
 
[Page 1.8 to 1.10] 
 

 
Students will get familiar with definition of number of terms 
and names associated with each polynomial: monomial, 
binomial and trinomial.  
 
[Page 1.11 to 1.12] 

 
Students will use Question templates to name polynomials. 
 
[Page 1.13 to 1.18] 
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Directions to find the degree of a polynomial using CAS menu 
are provided for students to follow.  
 
[Page 2.1] 

 
Followed by practice exercises where students have to find 
the degree of various polynomials.  
 
[Page 2.2 to 2.6]  

 
Students will describe how to find the degree of a polynomial 
in their own words.  
 
[Page 2.7] 

 
Students will use Question template to find the degree of 
several polynomials.  
 
[Page 2.8] 

 
 
 
Assessment and evaluation 

• This .tns file will be collected using TI-Nspire Navigator and results will be analyzed as a class using 
the Slide Show.  
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Activity extensions 

• Ask students to come up with their own examples of specific polynomials such as “trinomial with 
degree 5” or “monomial with degree 0”. 

 
 
Student TI-Nspire Document 

Introduction_to_Polynomials.tns 
 

   

   

   

   



   Introduction to Polynomials 
  by: Anna Panova 

Grade level: 6-9 
Subject: Algebra 1 

Time required: 45 minutes 
 

©2010 Texas Instruments Incorporated  Page 5 
 

   

   

   

   

   



   Introduction to Polynomials 
  by: Anna Panova 

Grade level: 6-9 
Subject: Algebra 1 

Time required: 45 minutes 
 

©2010 Texas Instruments Incorporated  Page 6 
 

 

  

 


