Teacher Notes Activity at a Glance

CI ¢ Subject: English

¢ Subject Area: English/Language Arts
¢ Category: Punctuation

¢ Topics: Commas, Semicolons, Colons,
Italics, Underlining, Quotation Marks,
Ellipsis Points, Apostrophes, Hyphens,

Elements Of Dashes, Brackets
P““Ctuation + Grade Level: 10— 12

¢ Prerequisites: None

¢ Total Teaching Time: 40 minutes

Activity 1

Learning About Punctuation Materials

+ Elements of Punctuation edc
resource files: Your Definitions 1 — 10,
Sources and Definitions 1 - 10,

Class Definitions 1 - 10

¢ TI-GRAPH LINK™ (Cable, USB Cable, or
TI-Navigator™

+ Unit-to-Unit cables

¢ Student Handout (paper-based
alternative)

Activity Overview

To begin the activity, students write their own definitions and samples of 10
types of punctuation, which will no doubt prove somewhat difficult. Then the
students, either on their own or in small groups, locate definitions and samples
of each type of punctuation from two different sources (online, reference
materials, textbooks, and so forth). Finally, the class decides on common
definitions and samples that best represent the punctuation use to them.
Definitions can be recorded in the Elements of Punctuation edc file or on the
Student Data Sheet.

Tip
Allow students time to record definitions. Provide access to various resources
that include punctuation (dictionaries, www.oed.com, and so forth). During the

final part of the activity, work with the students to create definitions that will
work best for the level of the class.
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English/Language Arts — Punctuation: Elements of Punctuation

Directions

Before the Activity Begins

Distribute the Elements of Punctuation edc file to the students or provide copies
of the paper-based alternative (Exploring Punctuation). Students begin the
activity by recording their own initial definitions for the following punctuation
terms and conclude by recording agreed-upon class definitions:

¢ Commas

¢ Semicolons

¢ Colons

¢ Italics/underlining
¢ Quotation marks
¢ Ellipsis points

¢ Apostrophes

¢ Hyphens

¢ Dashes

¢ Brackets
During the Activity

Students should record their best-guess explanations of the punctuation terms
in the Your Def 1 - 10 files or on the paper-based alternative. Discuss as a class
the difficulty of accurately and clearly describing the function of each of these
punctuation terms. Suggest that by researching how various texts define such
terms, they might synthesize definitions as a class to come up with mutually
acceptable, clear explanations.

Provide access to numerous resources, asking that students find at least two
(preferably differently worded) definitions of each term. Consider allowing
students to work in small groups so they can share materials. Students should
record the definitions or explanations of each punctuation term in the
Source/Def 1 - 10 files. Students should include at least one sample for each
term as well.
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Activity 1 — Learning About Punctuation 3

Ensure that students know how to use the resources available in your classroom
if they are not already familiar with them.

Following are a few possible student resources for obtaining definitions:
¢ Dictionaries

¢ Stylebooks

¢ Grammar Texts

¢ www.oed.com (A paid subscription is required for www.oed.com; an
alternate could be www.m-w.com.)

¢ www.dictionary.com

The final part of this activity is to work as a class to share various definitions and
sources. Synthesize the definitions the class researched into one succinct
definition for each term. Decide as a class on the best examples to include in the
Class Definitions 1 - 10 files.

Use the following instructions to access and use the Your Def 1 - 10, Source/

Def 1 - 10, and Class Definitions 1 — 10 files on the devices. Each step indicates the
action students need to perform to obtain the files and use the exercises on
their devices. Additional information for the teacher appears in shaded boxes,
where necessary.

Voyage™ 200 PLT (or TI-92 Plus)

TE [ T ]
PFranl0Clean Up

1. Turn on the device and press the [¢]
Apps key. Available Flash
Applications display. Use @ @ to
highlight Player.

MAIN EAD AUTO FUMC 0/20

e 1no. [EBF
H H i nto..
2. Press ENTER]. The Assignment List e —
dISplayS. |f more than one Elements of Connotation and Denotati
. . . Elerent= of Punctuation]
assignment is listed, use ® @ to Fartz of Speech

highlight Elements of Punctuation.

Elermicnts of Functuation

. . T Fe l’rzv*l'
3. Press [ENTER]. Enter your ID to sign in. > f=|Info JERF

Assighment List
ElePgnt of Hllusion
In

~

Uzer IO:
(Enter=0K__» (ESC=CAHCEL

THFE + [EMTERI=OK AMD [ESCI=CAMCEL
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English/Language Arts — Punctuation: Elements of Punctuation

Press twice. Student
instructions and assignment files
display (also referred to as the Item
Menu). Use ® @ to highlight the
first Instructions file.

Press [ENTER]. Review the instructions
prior to beginning the assignment.
If necessary, use @ to scroll the

text.

Press F4: Next to access the first
directions file, Exercise #1 Directions.
Review the directions prior to
beginning the assignment.

Pressing F4: Next allows you to
access the next file in the Item
Menu from within an open file.

Press F4: Next to access the first file
for Exercise #1, Your Def 1: Commas.
Enter responses by simply beginning
to type.

To close this file (or any other file),
press F2: ESC, which redisplays the
ltem Menu for the assignment.

e e st st bbus Fornat..|

Elerments of Punctuation

u Instructions] T

Exercize #1 Directions

1:Your Def 1: Commas

2:%our Def 2@ Semicolons

IiYour Def 38 Colons

4:our Def 41 Italics-Underlining

Stvour Def 5@ Quotation Marks

E:iYour Def &i Ellipsis Points

nskFuckions

‘You begin this part of the actiuvity
by recording gour own  definitions
Elals] samiles for 10 tupez o
punctyation. Then gou will locate and
record definitions and samples of
each tuype of punctuation from two
different sources (ohline, reference
raterials, textbooks, etc.l, This
exetcise may be performed either on

il
LE EAD AUTO FUNC

o thls exercise, wWrlte gour ouh
definitions for each form o
punctuation listed.

AN EAD AUTO FUNC

1 (Fz | F= & E ]
w = |ESC [Prew|Hext| s, THelp...T
rite gour best det'inition of commas.

#1 EAD AUTO FUNC

Press F4: Next to access the next Your Def exercise. Complete the

remaining Your Def exercises (2 — 10).

Press F4: Next to access the
directions for Exercise #2. Review
the directions prior to beginning
the assignment.

o thls exercise, goy are to locate
definitions for each form o

[MAIN EAD AUTO FUNC
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Activity 1 — Learning About Punctuation

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Press F4: Next to access a sample file.

Review the sample file prior to sentences fceet dir=ey gusstions or
. . . periods in abbreviztions according to
beginning the assignment. : i Soyrcet Rules for

The point that
mar-ks the end of a complete
declarative sentence, or of an
abbreuiated word, "Source: lebster's
Hew Collegiste Dictionary

HMAIN EAD AUTO FUNC

17 Fz (3 F4 4_!__'_5:.{: Fa
Press F4: Next to access the first file Ej;fj': G A

for Exercise #2, Source/Def 1:
Commas. Enter responses by simply
beginning to type.

#11 EAD AUTO FUNC

Press F4: Next to access the next Source/Def exercise. Complete the

remaining Source/Def exercises (2 — 10).
Fﬁfir.T

17 Fz Fz Fu4 e i
. v f=— |ESC|Prew [Hext | i,
P':ess F4' NeXt to aCC.eSS the . o this assignmenti_upu.are to
directions for Exercise #3. Review remord the class definitions for each
the instructions prior to beginning
the assignment.

MAIN EAD AUTO FUNC

Press F4: Next to access the first file
for Exercise #3, Class Def 1: Commas.
Enter responses by simply beginning
to type.

#e1 EAD AUTO FUMC

Press F4: Next to access the next Class Def exercise. Complete the
remaining Class Def exercises (2 — 10).
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English/Language Arts — Punctuation: Elements of Punctuation

TI-83 Plus

Turn on the device and press the Apps key.

Use (4] ] to highlight the number next to
PLAYER.

Press twice to move past the title
screen. The Assignment List displays. If
more than one assignment is listed, use [4]
(] to highlight Elements of Punctuation.

Press [ENTER]. Enter your ID to sign in.

Press [ENTER]. Student instructions and
assignment files display (also referred to as

the Item Menu). Use [4] [+] to highlight the
first Instructions file.

Press [ENTER]. Review the instructions prior
to beginning the assignment.

Press NEXT to access the first directions
file, Exercise #1 Directions. Review the
directions prior to beginning the

assignment. If necessary, use [+] [+] to scroll
the text.

Pressing NEXT allows you to access
the next file in the Item Menu
from within an open file.

i ﬁ lhance..

CEL~CER
Ct1aHelr
Or-danize

S
I
EY

AZEIGNHENT LIST
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FLER=E ENTER
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[EACK]
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= Yaur DefF 3 Calans
Y Your Dgf 4: Ikatics!

‘ 1 Yaur DeF 1 Caparnas
+*

Abouk Functuakionooou
bedin this pFark of Ehe
ackiviky by recordind
wour own definikions and
sampF1es For 10 Evees of
Funckuation. Then #au

MERTI

‘ Ackivitw 1: Learnind
H

[HENL]

Far bhis sxerCisss wriks
aUr own definikions For
edCh FoFm oF FURckuakion
Tisked.

MERTI
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Activity 1 -

Learning About Punctuation
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Press NEXT to access the first file for
Exercise #1, Your Def 1: Commas. Enter
response by simply beginning to type.

To close this file (or any other file),
press MENU, which allows you to

Hrite »our besk definikiod
OF Coprnas,
AnE
|
INERLI MEXTI

redisplay the Item Menu for the
assignment.

Press NEXT to access the next Your Def exercise. Complete the remaining

Your Def exercises (2 — 10).

Press NEXT to access the directions for
Exercise #2. Review the directions prior to
beginning the assignment.

Far Ehis sxerCises »au
ars bo Tocaks definikions
FoF &ach Form oF
FUunckuation From kug
difFeFenk soUrFCes, Laker,
a5 4 Classs #ou will
MHereaks brief definikions

Press NEXT to access a sample file. Review
the sample file prior to beginning the
assignment.

HERL] MMEXTI
Feriod

1) "Use 9 Feriad Eo end
A1 senbgnces encspk
diFsck queskions oF
Jenuing sxclaratians.
MAlso use Feriods in

Press NEXT to access the first file for
Exercise #2, Source/Def 1: Commas. Enter
responses by simply beginning to type.

INERLI MERTI
|Caoripas: Lil
ANE
HERNLI MERTI

Press NEXT to access the next Source/Def exercise. Complete the remaining

Source/Def exercises (2 — 10).

Press NEXT to access the directions for
Exercise #3. Review the instructions prior
to beginning the assignment.

For this assidnmenk, »ou
arg ko Fecord Ehe 214055
definitions FoF £ach Farm
of FURCEUation Tisked.

[HERLI MERTI
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8 English/Language Arts — Punctuation: Elements of Punctuation

14. Press NEXT to access the first file for E:fﬁ;ﬂﬂ'ﬁfl’l’im_ [i]|
Exercise #3, Class Def 1: Commas. Enter ans

responses by simply beginning to type.

[HENLI MEXRTI

15. Press NEXT to access the next Class Def exercise. Complete the remaining
Class Def exercises (2 — 10).

After the Activity

Answer any questions.
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Student Data Sheet Name:
Date:

Exploring Punctuation

For this assignment, locate definitions for each form of punctuation listed from
two different sources. Later, as a class, create brief definitions by combining the
explanations found. Keep track of sources and use quotation marks to indicate
where the definition uses the exact words of the source. A sample is provided
for the punctuation term period.

Period
Initial Definition: Used to terminate the end of a complete sentence.

1) “Use a period to end all sentences except direct questions or genuine
exclamations. Also use periods in abbreviations according to
convention.”

Source: Rules for Writers

2) “The full pause with which the enunciation of a complete sentence
closes. The point that marks the end of a complete declarative sentence,
or of an abbreviated word.”

Source: Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary
Class Definition: (write in the definition your class creates)
Comma
Initial Definition:
1)
Source:
2)
Source:
Class Definition:
Semicolon
Initial Definition:
1)
Source:
2)
Source:

Class Definition:
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10  English/Language Arts — Punctuation: Elements of Punctuation

Colon

Initial Definition:

1)

Source:

2)

Source:

Class Definition:
Italics/Underlining

Initial Definition:

1)

Source:

2)

Source:

Class Definition:
Quotation Marks

Initial Definition:

1)

Source:

2)

Source:

Class Definition:
Ellipsis points

Initial Definition:

1)

Source:

2)

Source:

Class Definition:
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11  English/Language Arts — Punctuation: Elements of Punctuation

Apostrophes

Initial Definition:

1)

Source:

2)

Source:

Class Definition:
Hyphens

Initial Definition:

1)

Source:

2)

Source:

Class Definition:
Dashes

Initial Definition:

1)

Source:

2)

Source:

Class Definition:
Brackets

Initial Definition:

1)

Source:

2)

Source:

Class Definition:
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