Teacher Notes for the Introduction to Rational Functions activity

· This activity works best on TI-84Plus type calculators.  If a student is using a TI-83 type calculator, they may see vertical line created where the asymptotes should be.  The teacher will need to address these occurrences appropriately.  Alternatively, you can change the program introrat to contain the same window settings as those found in ZDecimal [-4.7,4.7,1,-3.1,-3.1,1]

· Graphing Databases loaded by the program introrat:

(note – the windows settings are [xmin,xmax,xscl,ymin,ymax,yscl])

	gbd
	Window Settings
	Equations and GraphStyles

	1
	[-10,10,1,-10,10,1]
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	2
	[-10,10,1,-15,15,0]
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	3
	[-10,10,1,-5,5,0]
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; y3 is off

	4
	[-10,10,1,-5,5,0]
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	5
	[-10,10,1,-5,5,0]
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; y3 is off

	6
	[-10,10,1,-5,5,0]
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	7
	[-5,5,1,-6,6,0]
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	8
	[-10,10,1,-5,5,0]
	
[image: image8.wmf]1

3

2

2

1

/

1

0

3

2

y

y

y

x

x

y

=

=

-

+

=

; y1 is off

	9
	[-10,10,1,-5,5,0]
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	0
	[-10,10,1,-5,5,0]
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· After students complete gbd 7, you may want to check that each of them calculated the discriminant and specified the asymptote as a double asymptote
· Students may have problems with the equation of gbd 9 due to its reflection over the x-axis.  Be prepared.
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