Slope Activity for Algebra I

Students should know two ways to find slope:

Rise

and 

y1- y2
Run 



x1- x2
Break students up into groups of four and have them log into navigator. 

The teacher should plot a line using activity center and have one group pick out four nice points so the rest of the class can determine the slope by rise over run and by using the slope formula. After the class has examined the slope by both methods, they should see no matter what points that they use, the slope is the same.  (If the students are having trouble seeing the points from the activity center, have them download the points to their calculator.)  

Some examples to use…

Y = (-1/3)x + 1

Y = (3/2)x – 3


**After a couple of examples, see if the students can

Y = -3x


   pick out the y-intercept….

Y = (2/3)x – 6

Y = (-1/4)x + 3

Y = 6

X = 5

Y = -2

X = -3

By the end of this activity, students should be able to easily pick out points to use for slope and know that they can use what ever points they want.  After finishing with this activity, students should also be able to pick out the y-intercept and be able to write out equations using y = mx + b.
