POP THE BALLOON
An Data Activity Exploring Slope
Fred Mueller, fmueller@dentonisd.org

Objective(s):

Students become familiar with changing the slope of linear equations and the linear form y = mx.
Activity Overview:
Students use the TI-Navigator Activity Center to submit equations of the form y = mx to shoot down a balloon. Several activity files are provided that position the balloon at different places in the sky. The supplied activity files all use the origin as “beginning” point. The activity is easily extended to having students work with the slope-intercept form of the linear equation by moving the starting point away from the origin.
Activity Time:  20 minutes

TI-Navigator Activity

Load the TI-Navigator program and click on the Activity Center icon.  Clear any previous activity data by selecting Edit | Clear Activity Data then load one of the 
Balloon activity files. Choose the Graph tab within Activity Center.
1. On the TI-Navigator home screen click on the Begin Class button. Have students log into NavNet and go to Activity Center.

2. Instruct students to enter and send an equation that will shoot down the balloon. Mention to the students that they are “shooting” from the origin.
3. Monitor progress and comment on what might be wrong with the shots that are missing the balloon.
4. Once students have successfully shot down the first balloon, Load one of the other activity files and repeat the activity.
After the Activity

Have students discuss how the y value changes with different values for slope. Connect the term “slope” to “rate of change”.
Pop The Balloon
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