The Coordinate Plane







TEACHER INSTRUCTIONS

Materials: 

Student handout—The Coordinate Plane

TI-83+or 84+Calculators with Cabri Jr. APP
File: coordpla.8xv
Purpose: The purpose of the activity is for students in a beginning algebra course to review the x-y coordinate plane using Cabri Jr.

Procedure: Send the AppVar to the students’ calculators through the TI-Navigator System or by linking calculators. The students should then follow the instructions on their handout. If you have the TI-Navigator System, you can pose some quick poll questions at the end of the lesson to assess students’ understanding.
The Coordinate Plane





Name__________________________________
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Open the Cabri Jr APP on your graphing calculator. Press 
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Use your cursor to move to point A and [image: image1.png]


 to grab the point. Notice that the cursor changes to a [image: image2.png]


 tool. Move A around in quadrant 1 and notice how the x- and y-coordinates are updated in the top right corner of your screen. Now move A around the coordinate plane in each quadrant, left/right along the x-axis, and up/down along the y-axis to answer the following questions.
In which quadrant are both the x- and y-coordinates negative? __________

In which quadrant are both the x- and y-coordinates positive? __________

In which quadrant is the x-coordinate negative and the y-coordinate positive? ____

In which quadrant is the x-coordinate positive and the y-coordinate negative? ____

On which axis is the x-coordinate always zero? __________

On which axis is the y-coordinate always zero? __________

The origin is the intersection of the two axes. What are the coordinates of the origin? __________
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Which axis is horizontal? __________

Which axis is vertical? __________
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 to drop A when you are finished moving it around. 

Add the information about the signs of coordinates in each quadrant to your labeled x-y coordinate plane above in a way that will help you remember it.

Graph and label the following points on the coordinate plane grid.

A (0, 4), B (3, -2), C (-3, -1), D (2, 5), E (5, 0) and F (-4, 2)

Draw and label 6 points (G through L) on the coordinate plane. Fill in the following table according to your grid. Your drawing should not look like your classmate’s!
	Point
	Ordered pair (x, y)

	G
	

	H
	

	I
	

	J
	

	K
	

	L
	


