“Snail Mail” Postal Rate History

Postal rates have been figured by the ounce since July 1, 1885. Since then, the rates have been:

November 3, 1917

 3 cents

July 1, 1919


 2 cents

July 6, 1932


 3 cents

August 1, 1958

 4 cents

January 7, 1963

 5 cents

January 7, 1968

 6 cents

May 16, 1971


 8 cents

March 2, 1974


10 cents

December 31, 1975

13 cents

May 29, 1978


15 cents

March 22, 1981

18 cents

November 1, 1981

20 cents

February 17, 1985

22 cents

April 3, 1988


25 cents

February 3, 1991

29 cents

January 1, 1995

32 cents

January 10, 1999

33 cents

January 7, 2001

34 cents

June 30, 2002


37 cents




     January 3, 2006

      39 cents

Based on this historical data, develop a model and predict the cost of mailing a one ounce first class letter in 2015. EXPLAIN your reasoning.

a) Model:

b) Cost

c) Reasoning

