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Key to Arthropod Identification 
ARTHROPODS

Class Crustacea

Entomostraca
(water fleas,

fairy shrimps)

Class Diplopoda
(centipedes)

Class Chilopoda
(millipedes)

Class Xiphosura
(horseshoe crabs)

Class Arachnida Class Insecta

Scorpionida
(scorpions)

Archaeognatha
(bristletails)

Araneida
(spiders)

Acarina
(mites and ticks)

Copepoda
(copepods, barnacles)

Thysanura
(silverfish)

Embioptera
(web spinners)

Zoraptera
(angel insects)

Isoptera
(termites)

Odonta
(dragonflies)

Grylloblattodea
(rock crawlers)

Mantodea
(praying mantis)

Dermaptera
(earwigs)

Plecoptera
(stoneflies)

Orthoptera
(grasshoppers, crickets)

Diptera
(flies, gnats,
mosquitoes)

Trichoptera
(caddisflies)

Ephemeroptera
(mayflies)

Blattodea
(cockroaches)

Lepidoptera
(butterflies, moths)

Hymenoptera
(wasps, bees, ants)

Phasmatodea
(walking sticks)

Siphonaptera
(fleas)

Psocoptera
(barklice)

Phthiraptera
(parastic lice)

Coleoptera
(beetles)

Hemiptera
(bugs, aphids,

scales, leaf hoppers)

Developed by the University of Wisconsin-Extension in cooperation with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. Based on a key
developed by Riveredge Nature Center, Newburg, WI. May be reproduced with this credit for educational non-profit purposes. For information,
contact UWEX Environmental Resources Center, 608/267-0020.

In addition to this chart, the following Web sites may help you identify arthropods:

• faculty-staff.ou.edu/K/Michael.E.Kaspari-1/littercritters.htm

• www.oswego.edu/wscp/is-k.htm

• caplter.asu.edu/explorers/protocol/arthropods/key.htm

• www.arthropod.net/reference/insect_identification.htm
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