The following information has been adapted from the website: http://www.dgif.state.va.us/education/wildaboutmath.pdf and http://education.ti.com/guidebooks/graphing/84p/TI84PlusGuidebook_Part2_EN.pdf 
Instructions to enter data and produce charts with the TI-84

You will use the TI-84 and Microsoft Excel to work with data you collected from your “Stretching Slinkies” experiment. 

You can either enter the data into a spreadsheet to synchronize directly with the TI-84 calculator, or directly into the graphing calculator. 

You will then produce a chart or graph using the TI-84, to represent your data. 

Problem:

Determine the lengths of the Slinky when coins are added, one at a time.  Conduct the experiment with one set of coins (dime, nickel, quarter) and record your results. Then, use a different set of coins and record these results. 

The Calculator:
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Key Strokes:

Familiarize yourself the diagram above, to ensure you know where certain keys are.

1. Press the APPS key. Select 0 - CelSheet. Press ENTER, ENTER.

2. Press the Menu (Graph Key) to get to the file menu. 

3. Select 1 - File. 

4. Select 3 - New. 

5. Type: SLINKY. (You can have a maximum of 8 letters) 

6. Press ENTER, ENTER to get a blank cell sheet. See Figure 1
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7. Now you will enter the data into the cell sheet. 

Note: You can only choose 8 characters and must start with a quote. i.e. “Amount

Note: Press 2nd then ALPHA to lock into letters.

9. Enter the title “Amount in Cell A1, then enter
10. Enter the Title “Coin.1 in cell B1, then enter
11. Enter the title “Coin.2 in cell C1, then enter
12. Enter the coin amounts (1, 2, 3, 4 etc) in cells A2 through A11, underneath the title 
13. Enter the data you collected for Coin 1 in cells B2 through B11

14. Enter the data you collected for Coin 2 in cells C2 through C11
Now your data is in the calculator, you can create a chart to represent the information.

15. To create a chart, press MENU (The Graph Key) and select 4 - Charts 

16. Select the type of chart you would like. For example, 7 = Pie or 5 = Bar or 3 = Line. 

You will produce a scatter chart as a first attempt, so press 1 = Scatter.

17. In the XRange enter A2:A11, then arrow down

18. In YRange 1, enter B2:B11, then arrow down

19. In YRange 2, enter C2:C11, then arrow down

20. Leave YRange 3 empty, then arrow down

21. Give your chart a title, remember to use the ALPHA key if needed, then arrow down

22. Make sure AxesOn is highlighted, then arrow down

23. Make sure DrawFit is on, then enter

24. Press the TRACE key and using the arrow keys to show the different sets of data.

If you have problems using the calculator, read the instructions again. If there are still issues, consult your teacher.
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The              key accesses the software applications installed in the calculator. 





The one you will use is:


CelSheet (0)





APPS





TRACE





The                key lets you trace points on a chart





GRAPH





The                key acts as the menu key when using CelSheet








