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Wing tabs save fuel
More airlines are retrofitting planes with upright tabs on the ends
of their wings that reduce wind drag and cut fuel use by up to 5%.
They’re called winglets.
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Blended winglet assembly
The winglets that Boeing is retrofitting
onto some 737s are designed to make
a smooth transition from the wing to
the winglet, not an abrupt 90-degree
change of angle. These “blended”
winglets are more efficient.

Winglets allow air to
flow over wings more
smoothly, reducing
the little whirls of
wind that a plane’s
wingtips leave spin-
ning in their wake.

Facts on winglet use:
v 737-800 range increased by

150 miles.
v Increased payload capability

at takeoff-limited airports.
v 6.5% reduction in noise levels

around airports on takeoff.
v 5% reduction in nitrogen

dioxide emissions on a 2,880-
mile flight.
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