When the snow is as high as.an elepha

As snow piles up on roofs it adds weight that

may not have been accounted for when a structure was
built. If the ‘snow load,” which depends mostly on the
water content of snow rather than the

depth, is too great, the building’s 2. If no melting 15.6
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Fact: Yakutat, o™ ~
Alaska, has _—
picked up about V’
100 inches of
snow in the
past two weeks.
Snow loads on 3. Atypical home's 1,800-square-foot roof would have
roofs are 28,080 pounds of snow resting on it — the weight of
estimated to be three adult elephants.
more than 50
pounds per

square
foot.

Source: The Snow Booklet by Nolan ]. Doesken and Arthur Judson By Dave Merrill, USA TODAY



