Identifying Household Solutions
Provide the following materials for each team of 3-4 students:

· forceps

· 1 cm pieces of Hydrion Spectral 1-14 pH Test Paper and scale

· paper toweling
· white paper

· samples of eight household solutions (see below)

· beaker with distilled water to rinse forceps

· copies of table for each student 

Pour 35 ml of these household products into small, labeled cups:

A – black coffee
B – Alka Seltzer

C – distilled water
D – lemon juice
E – cough syrup
F – ammonia 

G – milk of magnesia 

H – Listerine mouth wash 
Directions:
1. Students make observations of the appearance, color, and smell of each solution. 
2. Record observations on the left-hand columns in their lab sheet’s table.  
3. Use forceps to dip pieces of test paper into each solution.

4. Place test strip onto white paper to dry.  

5. Rinse forceps in beaker of distilled water before continuing with the next solution.

6. Determine the pH for each sample, adding results to the table.
7. Record the letter of each sample along the pH scale at the bottom of the lab sheet.
Identifying Household Solutions
Student Lab sheet
Name________________________________________________  Date_____________
Results
	Sample 
	Appearance
	Other Observations

(smell, feel, clumpy)
	pH
	acid/ neutral/ base
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